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Ivy Hawn Charter School of the Arts 
6th Grade Electives and Honors Courses Descriptions 
 

 

TECHNOLOGY 

 

Computer Applications for Business: REQUIRED ELECTIVE 

CAB I and CAB II: These courses are designed to provide instruction in keyboarding, word 

processing, electronic presentation, intermediate computer hardware, internet, spreadsheet, 

digital design, and business applications skills. These competencies provide the skills necessary 

to ensure increased productivity and efficient utilization of equipment. 

 

DIGITAL ARTS 

Creative Photography: Students explore the aesthetic foundations of art making using 

beginning photography techniques. This course may include, but is not limited to, color and/or 

black and white photography via digital media and/or traditional photography. Students 

become familiar with the basic mechanics of a camera, including lens and shutter operation, 

compositional foundations, printing an image for display, and evaluating a successful print. 

Craftsmanship and quality are reflected in the surface of the prints and the care of the 

materials. Photographers use an art criticism process to evaluate, explain, and measure artistic 

growth in personal or group works. This course incorporates hands-on activities and 

consumption of art materials. 

 

STEM 

NEW: CoRE1: Students will work through 4 project cycles where they explore driving questions in: 

- Coding    - Environmental Engineering      - Civil Engineering - Manufacturing and Design 

 

PERFORMING ARTS 

Band 

 

Beginning, Advanced, and Jazz band courses are offered to students. Students develop 

foundational instrumental technique and aesthetic musical awareness through rehearsal and 

performance. Instrumentalists work on the fundamentals of music notation, sound production, 

instrument care and maintenance, and personal and group rehearsal strategies. School and 

community performances may serve as a culmination of specific instructional goals. This course 

may require students to obtain a musical instrument (e.g., borrow, rent, purchase) from an 

outside source. 

*Advanced Band and Jazz Band is made by teacher recommendation and/or audition only. 
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Choir 

 

Students study vocal technique and application in both classical and contemporary repertoires 

to expand vocal, technical, musical, and ensemble skills through rehearsal, performance, and 

study of high- quality choral literature. Public performances may serve as a culmination of 

specific instructional goals. Students may be required to attend and/or participate in rehearsals 

and performances outside the school day to support, extend, and assess learning in the 

classroom.  

*Acapella is a class that is through audition only. 

 

Dance 

 

Classical forms of dance such as ballet, jazz, tap, and modern are studied in theory and 

practice. Choreography and dance history are components of this course. Participation in 

school and community performances are requirements of this course.  

*Dance Tech II has a prerequisite of Dance Tech I; Dance Tech III has a prerequisite of Dance 

Tech II or teacher recommendation; Illumination Dance Team requires 2 elective choices and 

is through audition only. 

 

Drama 

 

This course is designed to teach dramatic technique and theory.  Stage make up, playwriting 

and directing are components taught to increase the enjoyment and understanding of what is 

required to prepare plays for the public. Students use the basic elements of theatre design 

through practical application and projects. Public performances may serve as a culmination 

of specific instructional goals. Students may be required to attend and/or participate in 

rehearsals and performances outside the school day to support, extend, and assess dramatic 

technique. 

*Drama II and III (Advanced Drama) is made by teacher recommendation and/or audition 

only. 

 

Orchestra 

 

Students focus on the development of instrumental technique, musical literacy, performance 

skills, and increasing aesthetic awareness through study, rehearsal, and performance of a 

variety of high-quality orchestra literature. Public performances may serve as a culmination of 

specific instructional goals. 

Students may be required to attend and/or participate in rehearsals and performances outside 

the school day to support, extend, and assess learning in the classroom. This course may also 

require students to obtain a musical instrument (e.g., borrow, rent, purchase) from an outside 

source. 

*Chamber Orchestra is made by audition only. 
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Musical Theatre 

 

Students will have the opportunity to explore all aspects of theatre, combining dance, drama, 

and chorus all into one class.  Students will gain exposure in all three areas and incorporate 

stage performances into their daily schedule. 

*Musical Theatre is made by teacher recommendation only. 

 

VISUAL ARTS 

 

2D1: The purpose of this course is to provide experiences and production of works of art with an 

emphasis on two-dimensional art. Students explore media and techniques used to create a 

variety of 2-D artworks through developing skills in drawing, painting, printmaking, and collage. 

Students practice, sketch, and manipulate the structural elements of art. Student artists use an 

art criticism process to evaluate, explain, and measure artistic growth in personal or group 

works. This course incorporates hands-on activities and consumption of art materials. 

 

 

FOREIGN LANGUAGE and CREATIVE WRITING 

Beginning / Intermediate Spanish: The purpose of this course is to introduce fundamental skills in 

the Spanish language. The students will be able to understand a variety of expressions used in 

daily life. The students will learn about specific oral vocabulary and initiate conversation using 

the vocabulary and structure learned in class. The student will also learn about the basic 

elements of the Spanish culture, including gestures and holidays. 

Creative Writing: Are you the next J.K. Rowling, Edgar Allen Poe, Shakespeare, or Lin Manuel 

Miranda? If the answer is yes, then Creative Writing is for you. In this new elective, we will study 

the elements of various literary genres (Poetry, Fiction, Drama, Autobiography, etc.) and work 

on both print and multimedia publications. Students will learn the art of collaboration and 

feedback through workshopping their pieces with their writing group. They will have the 

opportunity to pursue writing competitions in each of the genres throughout the school year 

and even have their pieces performed. This course is designed for students who enjoy writing as 

a form of art and personal expression. Come join your community of writers! 

PE 

 

Physical Education / Health and Wellness: The purpose of this course is to provide students 

with the knowledge, skills, and values they need to become healthy and physically active 

for a lifetime. This course addresses both the health and skill- related components of 

physical fitness which are critical for students' success. Sports, fitness, and nutrition are 

studied in the Physical Education course. 

 

 

ON ELECTIVE REGISTRATION FORM, PLEASE RANK YOUR CHOICES FROM THE ABOVE LIST 

OF ELECTIVES IN A RANKING ORDER OF PREFERENCE.  1= HIGHEST PREFERENCE; 7 = 

LOWEST PREFERENCE. 
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HONORS 

 
Honors ELA: The purpose of this course is to provide grade 6 students, using informational and literary 

texts of high complexity, advanced integrated language arts study in reading, writing, speaking, 

listening, and language for college and career preparation and readiness. Students will utilize 

computers as part of the writing process and as part of integrating technology for creation and 

presentation of multi-media projects. 

 

Advanced Math: In Grade 6 Mathematics Advanced, instructional time should focus on six critical 

areas: (1) connecting ratio and rate to whole number multiplication and division and using concepts 

of ratio and rate to solve problems; (2) completing understanding of division of fractions and 

extending the notion of number to the system of rational numbers, which includes negative numbers; 

(3) writing, interpreting, and using expressions, equations and inequalities; (4) developing 

understanding of statistical thinking; (5) developing understanding of and applying proportional 

relationships; and (6) developing understanding of operations with rational numbers and working with 

expressions, linear equations and inequalities. 

 

Honors Math (Pre-Algebra): In addition to the six critical areas in Grade 6 Advanced, instructional time 

should be focus on basic algebra concepts and a review of arithmetic algorithms. The accelerated 

course is designed to help students learn the concepts necessary to be successful in Algebra I Honors. 

Topics include pre-algebra concepts of variable recognition, signed numbers, formulas and single 

variable equations, introducing the fundamental principles of algebra, which include algebraic 

symbolism, simplifying expressions, solutions to higher level equations, and the graphic representations 

associated with variables. Students will synthesize and algebraically represent situations to solve 

problems, especially those involving linear relationships. In addition to the pre-algebra concepts, 

students will develop an understanding of probability and working with two- and three-dimensional 

shapes to solve problems involving area, surface area, and volume. 

**Please note: Content for this includes 6th, 7th, and 8th Grade concepts 

 

Honors Science: Students taking this advanced course should have earned a 3 or higher on FSA ELA 

and FSA Mathematics and the Florida Statewide Science Assessment. Advanced labs are integral to 

this course. Comprehensive Science 1 is the first in a series of three consecutive science classes. This 

course introduces science, energy, forces, weather, climate, Earth’s systems, and the living world. 

Some topics are explored in depth while others are introduced to serve as building blocks for M/J 

Comprehensive Science 2 and 3. Students explore science through everyday examples and 

experiences and participate in weekly hands-on activities, investigations and laboratory experiences 

to apply what they have learned. 

 

Honors World History: The primary content for this course spans the world’s earliest civilizations to the 

ancient and classical civilizations of Africa, Asia, and Europe. Students will be introduced to the 

multiple dynamics of world history including economics, geography, government, and religion & 

philosophy. Students will learn methods of historical inquiry including the study of primary and 

secondary historical documents. Advanced courses offer scaffolded learning opportunities for 

students to develop the critical skills of analysis, synthesis, and evaluation in a more rigorous and 

reflective academic setting. Students are empowered to perform at higher levels as they engage in 

the following: analyzing historical documents and supplementary readings, working in the context of 

thematically categorized information, becoming proficient in note-taking, participating in Socratic 

seminars/discussions, emphasizing free-response and document-based writing, contrasting opposing 

viewpoints, solving problems, etc. Students will develop and demonstrate their skills through 

participation in a capstone and/or extended research-based paper/project (e.g., Social Studies fair, 

projects for competitive evaluation, and other teacher-directed projects). 


