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December 2016

New school year...new newsletter. We’d like for our staff  and faculty to 
know each other and celebrate the many terrifi c accomplishments that 
are going on here at Ivy Hawn. We’re all so busy! How many times do 
middle school teachers get over to the elementary side? When do our 
elementary teachers get to come to the middle school? 

So...this newsletter is an attempt to bring us all together. Take photos!
Notice the displays and successes of your colleagues! I’m looking for 
your great ideas, fi eld trips, and classroom accomplishments. Please be 

a contributor! Send your 
photos (with names and 
a short blurb), articles, news 
events, pictures of kids, art 
work, and news to me at: 
forneym@ivyhawnschool.org. 

Ivy Hawn is like no other 
school I’ve ever seen. What 
makes it great? You tell us.
   

Melissa Forney, EdD,  Editor

Art student of Scott Silvers
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Charlie and the Chocolate Factory
Directed by Darlene Stewart

Performance permeates every aspect of life at Ivy Hawn. 
Great job Drama Kids and Mrs. Stewart!
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Caroline Terraza is from south Florida and has only 
been in Volusia County for two and a half years. She 
graduated college from Florida Atlantic University 
(FAU Go Owls!) Her bachelors is in health service 
administration with a minor in business administration. 
Before she became a teacher, Caroline worked in the 
health care fi eld for six years. Her experience in 
those six years varied in clinical, management, and 
administration. Aft er working in health care for a 
while, she decided to change careers and become a 
teacher. Caroline lives in Port Orange with her fi ancé 
and cat, Gigi.

Meet Caroline Terraza, our new 
Computer teacher:

Andrew Wilson was born on a U.S. Military base in 
Pirmasens, Germany. He went to Stetson University 
where he double majored in History and Political 
Science. When he is not teaching, he can be seen 
performing on various community theatre stages. 
His most recent roles include; Motel in "Fiddler 
on the Roof " and the starring role of Tyler in "And 
the Winner is...". He enjoys spending time with his 
wife, Sarah Wilson, also a teacher, and their three 
cats, Athena, Percy, and Apollo, and their two dogs, 
Zeus and Luna. He has loved joining the Ivy Hawn 
family this school year! 

Meet Andrew Wilson, our new 
Civics teacher:

Welcome to Ivy Hawn!
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Special thanks and appreciation for the people 
who decorated and set up our STUNNING and 

DELICIOUS Th anksgiving Feast:

Kelly Conway
Lynsey States

Tasha Till
Loretta Smith

Maintaining a safe and clean school environment 
for over 800 students is never easy and never a dull 
moment. Our custodial staff  is the best around! 
Th ey are friendly, hardworking, and always going 
above and beyond for teachers and students. Th ey 
deserve appreciation and so much more from each 
of us.
A HUGE thanks to: Ms. Loretta, Mr. Don, 
Ms. Amanda, Ms. Carrie, and Mr. Till for all 
that they do, and with a smile on their face!
When you see them, say hi and thank them for 
keeping Ivy Hawn in tip-top shape!

Anna Ventura,  Administrative Team

Jerrylyn Burton hosts 
the Ivy Hawn Book Fair.

How does she hold up like 
this aft er all the groups 

that come her way?
She has super powers. 

ast:
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Hello Teachers and Staff ,

I want to start off  by sharing how grateful I am to be working 
with such wonderfully dedicated professionals, who truly 
change lives on a daily basis. Your work, dedication, and overall 
commitment to each and every child on campus is something 
that is appreciated beyond measure. 

Th ank you for all that you do! I appreciate the high expectations 
you set for our students and for modeling positive and respectful 
behaviors. 

I’d like to give Mrs. Pomales’s and Mr. Lee’s classes a special 
shout out for recently receiving a positive referral. I had the 
privilege of awarding these classes with a positive referral for improving 
behavior, improving academics, and for performing well on their Volusia County assessments. 
Job well done.

Please note that in the near future, I will be sharing with you some discipline data from the fi rst quarter. 
We will look at the infractions across the school campus and engage in a discussion on how you think we 
can better improve. Stay tuned for that.

Alejandro Lozano,  Dean

Art student of Scott Silvers

Th ank you, Liz Perpiñon for 
wearing so many hats at the 

beginning of this year: 
technology AND teaching! 
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   Elizabeth Kilbourn’s fi rst grade farmers had a scary good time at Harvest Day.

Elizabeth Kilbourn traded out her fi rst graders for Dr. Seuss 
characters for the annual Storybook Parade.
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Illumination Junior 
and Senior Dance 

Team all dressed up 
for the Halloween 
Hip Hop Master 

Class at ASH Dance 
Convention in 

Orlando

Senior Illumination 
Dance Team Boys’ 

Dance, “What a Game” 
performing in the 

Port Orange 
Family Days 
Celebration

Th ank you, 
Natalie Kushner!
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Senior Illumination Dance Team B performing “A Little Swing” 
in the DeLand Fall Festival of the Arts

Senior Illumination Dance Team Group Ballet, “Rodeo,” performing 
in the DeLand Fall Festival of the Arts on November 19th
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1st: Kristen Smith (World History) 

    2nd: Catherine Holvey (Elementary Music) 

        4th: Halley Acosta (K) 

            7th: Heather Baker (7th ELA) 

                 7th: Greg Bigham (Elementary PE) 

                           8th: Andrew Wilson (7th/8th History) 

                                    11th: Kim Ochuizzo (Cafeteria) 

                                                      17th: Beth Harper (ESE) 

                                                       19th: Kelly Conway (Principal)

                                                       22nd: Colleen Stevens (Computers) 

                                                  23rd: Alicia Pryce (1st)

             25th: Casi Sprague (5th) 

                                                  25th: Natalie Kushner (Middle Dance)
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Students in 3rd and 4th grade RTI are now working with our 
hydroponics system, getting it ready for planting our herbs and vegetables.

Beth Harper,  ESEKristin Igel,  ESE

Who keeps us focused on our students’ needs? Why, Igel and Harper, of course. 
Iron Man and Captain America have nothing on these two.
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Th ere are many exciting things happening at Ivy Hawn Charter 

School of the Arts. Th is year, we’ve been operating on an alternating 

block schedule, which has off ered students extended, uninterrupted 

learning opportunities.

We have expanded many of our course off erings which include 

Photography, Photoshop, Yearbook, and Media Production. 

With the increased availability of technology, our students have 

individualized learning opportunities and have been utilizing the 

Blended Learning concept in their academic core classes. 

Blended Learning is a huge initiative this year, with teachers 

receiving multiple opportunities training during the summer as 

well as attendance at the Florida Council of Teachers of 

Mathematics and the Florida Council of Teachers of English conferences this fall.

Elementary and Middle School drama, band, chorus, and dance classes recently gave four performances 

of the play “Charlie and the Chocolate Factory” in October which was a huge success. More than 100 

students auditioned for this play. 80 students were cast and performed in two cast productions with

 4 shows. Our fi rst 5k & Fall Festival Event had over 200 runners participate and our entire school raised

 more than $6,000 at the two events combined. In November, we held two Veterans Day presentations, 

and have scheduled a huge array of holiday programs for December-----all performances held in our 

Dr. Carol Anne Kelley Performing Arts Th eatre ---during the week of Dec. 12-16.

Ivy Hawn art students and art teachers received awards at the Fall Festival Youth Art show. Ethan Myrick 

received the Premier Award (1st Place) for Middle School Self Portrait Drawing and Cole Norris received 

the Excellence Award (2nd Place) for Middle School Self Portrait at the DeLand Fall Festival. While 

Mrs. Brush (Elementary) and Mr. Scott Silvers (Middle School) received the Excellence Award for 

Art Educator Awards.

Kelly Conway,  Principal
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Terry Hoag from Gateway Center of the Performing Arts Center 
allowed us to participate in a Nutcracker drawing competition as an 

enrichment to our Nutcracker Unit for Language Arts. Th e winning student 
was Emma Patty, and her drawing is featured in the poster advertising their 
performance of the ballet. All students’ art work is being displayed in their 

museum, and all third graders and their families have been invited to a 
reception and given a free ticket to see the performance!  

Ivy Hawn

Nutcracker 

Winner!
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Ivy Hawn 3rd 

grade students 

enjoyed drawing 

and using their 

creativity and 

imaginations.

Terry Hoag, from Gateway 

Center of the Performing 

Arts,  shares her enthusiasm 

for all artistic expression 

with Ivy Hawn students.
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On November 9th, Ivy Hawn 3rd Graders took a walking fi eld trip to the 
Lake Helen Public Library.  Students were given the opportunity to 

get their own library cards and check out books.
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Stacy Gregorski’s 
Civics Voting 
Extravaganza!

Election Day
2016

Civics students 
had a chance to 

cast votes, explore 
politics, and learn 
about the electoral 

process.
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Can you imagine 
preparing food for 

hundreds of kids each 
day and then cleaning 

up aft er them? 
Kim Ochuizzo and 

her fellow workers do 
it every day with smiles 

on their faces. 

Ivy Hawn teachers 
keep our school 

looking beautiful!
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Can One Class Make a Difference?
 Melissa Forney’s

7th grade students 
committed to raise 

money for meals for
 Haitian school 
kids and their 
families in the 

little Haitian town 
of Galette Chambon. 
Th ere, a meal of rice 

and beans costs about 
$0.50. In just two and 
a half weeks, students 

raised $1876.00, 
which will provide 
about 3,752 meals. 

Galette Chambon, Haiti
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Heather Baker’s 
7th grade students
enjoy reading with

Newspapers in 
Education and 
entertained a 

guest speaker from 
the newspaper.

Multi
Media 

is a 
classroom
favorite!
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Happy Holidays!

Look for the next issue of 
Th e Ivy Hawn Artisan 

at the end of January, 2017


