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On the Right Track 

Characters 

Narrator 1 

Narrator 2 

 
Scene 1: 

(a warm May day at Edison Middle School) 

Kaylynn had always been self-motivated and performed 
well in school.  She had every intention of  becoming the 
next member of  her family to graduate from college. 
 

Mr. Day 

Adriana 

Kaylynn 

Mom 

 

Narrator 1:	

As the school year quickly approached the end, eighth 
grade students met with Mr. Day, the guidance counselor, 
to plan their course of  study at the high school level.        

Narrator 2:	

   
 

Narrator 1:	

What time could I meet with you tomorrow to finalize my 
courses?   

Kaylynn:	

   
 

Mr. Day:	
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Although Kaylynn had prepared her own schedule and 
planned which courses she would tackle in high school, 
she still needed to meet with Mr. Day for approval.      

(pulling his iPad out)  Let me glance at my schedule.  It 
appears that I could meet with you during your study hall.  
Does that work for your schedule?  I don’t want to mess 
up your plans. 



Study hall is perfect.  Could you please sign this hall pass 
for me?  I’ll give this to my study hall supervisor prior to 
reporting to your office.   

	 	 		

Kaylynn	

(signing the hall pass) Great!  I’ll see you then.   Mr. Day:	

Mr. Day:	 (pointing to a chair) Please have a seat.  I have a plan in 
mind for you.    

Kaylynn, would you like to walk with me to my office?   Mr. Day:	
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While Kaylynn organized her thoughts, Mr. Day stepped 
into the main office.    

Narrator 1:	

Narrator 1:	 Kaylynn turned away and continued on to her class.   

Kaylynn waited in the school office for Mr. Day to escort 
her to his office for their meeting.  She mentally went 
through the checklist of  questions she needed to ask him 
during the meeting.     

Kaylynn:	 I have been doing my research on colleges, so I’ve already 
prepared a plan for high school.  Could we compare the 
plans before deciding?   

Scene 2: 
(the meeting with Mr. Day) 

Narrator 2:	

Kaylynn had not noticed Mr. Day walk into the room.  
She stood and followed the guidance counselor to his 
office.   

Narrator 2:	



Absolutely!  I love your ambition and desire to research 
colleges to create a plan.  This display of  organization 
directly affects your goals.     

Mr. Day:	

(confused)  What do you mean?  Kaylynn:	

Mr. Day:	 (laughing)  Of  course!  Go home and talk to your mom.  I 
want to be sure you have her permission before I plan to 
pull you out of  class to speak with our upcoming students.    

(surprised)  I guess I could do that.  Although I don’t 
particularly enjoy speaking in front of  people, I would love 
to add this to my list of  accomplishments.    

Kaylynn:	

The two concluded their meeting.  Mr. Day was impressed 
with Kaylynn’s research.    

Kaylynn:	
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I believe you are just the right person for our student 
mentoring program.  Would you be interested in speaking 
to our upcoming 6th grade students about setting goals?   

Mr. Day:	

Mr. Day:	 In my line of  work, I see many types students who come 
through my office.  Some have goals in mind, but they do 
not know how to achieve them.  You have taken the 
initiative to explore colleges and create a plan of  action for 
your high school courses.  This tells me you have the 
ability to achieve your goals.   

(confidently)  Thank you.    

Narrator 1:	

Okay. 

Kaylynn:	



He also knew that Kaylynn’s diligence and determination 
would make her the best candidate and representative to 
demonstrate setting goals for new middle school students.  

Narrator 2:	

(addressing Kaylynn) How was your day, kid? Mom:	

Mom:	 Kaylynn, I’m so proud of  you!  Yes, that’s wonderful! 

Great!  I actually need to ask for you permission for 
something.   

Kaylynn:	
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Mom was sitting in the kitchen when Kaylynn arrived 
home.  

Narrator 2:	

Narrator 1:	 Excitement built for Kaylynn on her walk home.  It gave 
her the opportunity to reflect and think about the 
opportunity she was being given by Mr. Day. 

Narrator 2:	 Mr. Day paid her an incredible compliment by extending 
the invitation to speak to the upcoming Edison Middle 
Schoolers.  He obviously believed in her.  He must feel she 
is on the right track.    

Mom:	 (with curiosity) Oh really, what for? 

Scene 3: 
(at home with mom) 

Kaylynn:	 When I was meeting with Mr. Day to plan my courses for 
high school, he was impressed by my plan.  He asked me 
to speak to the incoming students about goal setting.  I’m 
honored that he asked.  What do you say?  



Kaylynn spent the morning before the bell rang with her 
friend Adriana. 

Narrator 2:	

Adriana:	
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I haven’t had a late assignment all year; I’m not ready to 
begin turning things in late now.  I have to meet with Mr. 
Day just to let him know my mom gives me permission to 
speak at orientation.  I’ll meet you at lunch, but I may be a 
couple minutes late.   

Kaylynn:	

Narrator 1:	 The girls gabbed about their usual.  They compared notes 
from classes and planned to meet up again at lunch since 
they didn’t share the same class schedule.   

Adriana:	 Did you write your conclusion to the science lab? 

Narrator 2:	 Kaylynn hustled down the hallway to catch Mr. Day.   

Sounds good.  I’ll keep a chair reserved for you.   

Mom knew Kaylynn was hard-working and determined.  
She was extremely proud that she would be sharing her 
strategies with others.    

Narrator 1:	

Kaylynn:	 (hugging Mom)  Thank you!  I need to go write my outline 
for this speech.   

Scene 4: 
(the next day at school) 

Kaylynn:	 Hey, there is Mr. Day.  I’ll go tell him now, so I won’t be 
late for lunch.  See you later.    



(smiling)  I already finished the outline last night.   

	 	 		

Kaylynn:	

Kaylynn, I knew I had chosen the best candidate.  You’re 
always prepared and working ahead.  This is exactly what I 
mean when I say you’re organized and can achieve 
anything because your goals are put into action.  Have a 
great day.  I’ll see you Friday in the auditorium.   

Mr. Day:	

Narrator 1:	
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She reported to her first class of  the day.    Narrator 2:	

Narrator 1:	 Kaylynn felt so accomplished from Mr. Day’s comments.  
She knew she worked hard.  She was excited to share her 
routine and goals with others.  She hoped she could be a 
great role model for them.   

Kaylynn was a little nervous.  Everyone gets stage fright a 
little bit she thought to herself.   

Scene 5: 
(Orientation on Friday) 

Narrator 1:	 Kaylynn reached him just as he was going into the office.   

Excellent!  Friday the new students will be touring the 
building.  You’ll speak with them when they come into the 
auditorium.  I’ll be there to introduce you.  Can you 
prepare about a 10 to 15 minute speech?     

Mr. Day:	

Narrator 2:	 Mr. Day was delighted to learn that Kaylynn’s mother 
approved of  her speaking at orientation.    



	 	 		

Mr. Day was proud of  Kaylynn.  He was certain he chose 
the correct student.  Her speech addressed all the areas he 
anticipated.  She explained how setting goals had kept her 
on track, and she would be going into high school 
preparing for college.   

Narrator 1:	
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Mr. Day and Kaylynn were certain her words were 
inspiring and expressed the importance of  keeping on the 
right track with goals.  These students were learning an 
incredible life lesson.   

Narrator 1:	

Narrator 2:	 She left the students with a challenge.  She gave them a 
mission to complete over the three years at Edison Middle 
School.   

Kaylynn was blushing a bit when she took the stage, but 
her speech went off  without a hitch.  She spoke clearly 
and deliberately, just like her goals.      

Narrator 2:	

Narrator 1:	

Narrator 2:	 She watched as approximately 80 young faces marched 
into the auditorium.      

Mr. Day introduced Kaylynn right on schedule.  He spoke 
highly of  her and explained to the incoming students that 
she is the model of  a student who can set goals and 
achieve them.  
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Name:	________________________________________		Date:________________ 

Directions:  Read each statement carefully before watching the reader’s theater performance. 
    Write ‘F’ if  you believe the statement is false and ‘T’ if  you think it is true.  Read 
    each statement again after the performance and see if  your answers have changed. 

“True or False??  You Decide!” 

 
1.          Achieving goals is an easy process. 

2.            You are responsible for your own goals. 

 
3.          It is okay to adjust your goal to ensure success. 

 
4.                         Keeping track of your progress will ensure your success.   
 

 
 
5.                         Setting goals is only for professionals and overachievers. 
 
 
 

6.                         Celebrating success along the journey is a way to keep you motivated. 
 

 
 
7.                         Failing at a goal is a sign of a lazy person. 
 
 

 
8.                         It is a good idea to keep your goals to yourself.   
 

 
 
9.                          Goals need to be set in an attainable range. 

10.                       Everyone should set goals. 

Before: After: 

On the Right Track 



Discussion Cards 
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Setting Goals 

Goals can be set in every 
aspect of  your life.  What 

is an a goal you would 
like to achieve?  Why?  

Tracking Success 

Tracking your journey 
can ensure success.  How 

can you track your 
progress? 

Goals 

Do you have any 
personal goals you would 
like to achieve?  What are 

they? 	

Learning to Fail 

Not all goals are 
achieved.  Have you 

failed to reach a goal?  
What did you do?  	



Make a list of things you are motivated to do:
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Circle one thing on your list and tell why you are so motivated on 
the back of this page.

Name: ________________________ Date: _____________ 

Name: ________________________ Date: _____________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

Make a list of things you can do now to plan for your future:

Circle one thing from your list and explain how you will make it 
happen on the back of this page.

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 
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Setting Goals and Making a Plan 
I can make a list of goals and create a plan to achieve a goal. 

Name: ______________________________________  Date:  ______________________ 
 

Title: __________________________________  Author: __________________________ 
Directions: When we set goals for ourselves and make a plan to achieve our goals, we can feel good about the hard work we do 

     every day.  Make a list of goals you have for this year.  Then circle one goal from your list you would like to achieve.  
     Describe how you will achieve this goal.

Make a Plan to Achieve One of Your Goals: 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

Make a List of Goals You’d Like to Achieve this Year: 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________ 


