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She’s only 10 and already making a big
difference in cleaning up the beaches

Image 1. Sasha Olsen, 10 years old, during a January beach cleanup at Bal Harbour, Florida, that she organized through the nonprofit
Iwantmyoceanback she created with her cousin. Photo: Iwantmyoceanback/TNS

In 2019, on a trip to Vietnam and Japan with her family, Sasha Olsen was horrified at the ocean's

pollution levels. She saw dying sea animals.

"We went on this trip and I was so excited," said Sasha. She is 10 years old and lives in Bal

Harbour, Florida. "But when I saw the way the oceans had become I got upset. I wanted to know

why things were this way but couldn't find an answer."

Beaches Closed By Health Department

When she returned home, she grew even more disturbed. She learned that some of the beaches in

South Florida had been closed by the health department because the water had too much bacteria

in it.

Sasha asked for the help of her cousin, Narmina Aliyev. Aliyev is 23 years old and got a degree in

business at Nova Southeastern University in Florida. Together, they started a nonprofit
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organization, Iwantmyoceanback. 

The group started small. Friends got together on the weekends to clean the beaches in Bal

Harbour.

Hosting Events To Raise Money

Recently, however, Iwantmyoceanback has hosted events to raise money for beach cleanups. The

money will also go to conservation groups such as Oceana and World Wildlife Fund, Aliyev said.

In January, Sasha organized "Kids Heal the Oceans" at Bal Harbour Beach. There, she spoke about

the oceans' problems. Guests made art out of plastic gathered from the beach cleanup.

"At first, our guests were a little shy, but now they've

felt inspired to speak up! Sasha has inspired many

other kids to join Iwantmyoceanback and show people

that we're able to make a change," Aliyev said.

On February 16, the group threw a Plastic-Free Party.

The party involved a beach cleanup and guests

creating art from the plastic trash they collect.

Working Together For A Common Goal

It's important to raise awareness and "to show people

they can come together through their hobbies and working together to a common goal," said

Sasha. She is a fourth-grader at Pine Crest School in Fort Lauderdale.

Sasha is also working on releasing a book with her sister, Mia. Her sister is 2 years old. She wanted

to work with Mia to show how the state of the oceans affects children.

"We're scared sometimes to go into the water because it has had a reputation in recent years of not

being safe," said Sasha. "I want my sister to care about these problems as much as I do." She hopes

to set an example for young people. 

Social Media

The nonprofit is also trying to spread the word online. They are using YouTube and other social

media.

Sasha has started a YouTube channel, called Studio IWMOB. She posts videos from events and has

begun a web series. The series is called "Table Talks." In it, she interviews people from different

professions about the oceans.

After the interview, she and her guest will create a painting, signed by the guest, that will be

auctioned off to raise funds. The money will go to conservation groups.

Jencarlos Canela, a popular Cuban-American singer and TV star, was Sasha's first guest. He

appeared on January 12.

Canela posted on Instagram about the experience.
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"This little warrior is at 10 years old, more conscious and aware than most adults I know," he

wrote. "Sasha you can count on me from now on for anything and congratulations on the work

you're doing to keep our oceans clean. You are so special and very talented!"

Sasha has also begun working with Bal Harbour Mayor Gabriel Groisman. "When a resident

identifies an issue of importance and does something to effectuate change, it is to be applauded,"

Groisman said. 

Sasha and Aliyev hope to extend their work to neighboring cities. Hollywood and Miami Beach are

nearby.

"We really want to make ourselves visible and accessible to all," said Aliyev. Aliyev is the

nonprofit's vice president. "After all, in Miami the ocean is everyone's backyard. This is the best

place to start."
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Quiz

1 Read the section "Social Media."

Which paragraph from the section shows that Sasha Olsen's effort to fight pollution has drawn recognition from community
leaders?

(A) The nonprofit is also trying to spread the word online. They are using YouTube and other social media.

(B) Jencarlos Canela, a popular Cuban-American singer and TV star, was Sasha's first guest. He appeared
on January 12.

(C) Sasha has also begun working with Bal Harbour Mayor Gabriel Groisman. "When a resident identifies
an issue of importance and does something to effectuate change, it is to be applauded," Groisman said.

(D) "We really want to make ourselves visible and accessible to all," said Aliyev. Aliyev is the nonprofit's vice
president. "After all, in Miami the ocean is everyone's backyard. This is the best place to start."

2 Read the section "Working Together For A Common Goal."

Select the sentence from the section that shows why Sasha is writing a book with her younger sister.

(A) She is a fourth-grader at Pine Crest School in Fort Lauderdale.

(B) Sasha is also working on releasing a book with her sister, Mia.

(C) "I want my sister to care about these problems as much as I do."

(D) She hopes to set an example for young people.

3 What effect did her family's trip to Asia have on Sasha Olsen?

(A) It made her want to do something to help the oceans and sea animals.

(B) It made her become closer to her cousin, Narmina Aliyev.

(C) It made her want to learn more about Japan and Vietnam.

(D) It made her sad that her family lives in Florida.

4 Why was Jencarlos Canela impressed after hearing about Sasha's work with Iwantmyoceanback?

(A) He believed Sasha was more thoughtful and engaged than many adults.

(B) He was surprised to learn that Sasha spoke Spanish.

(C) He was surprised that Sasha had convinced so many people to help her clean up beaches.

(D) He believed Sasha's group had made a big difference.


