
Learning Target

350 Lesson 20 Using Multiple Sources for Writing and Speaking ©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted.

Introduction

Using Multiple Sources  
for Writing and Speaking

Lesson 20

Read When you read, you learn information about a topic, or what a 
text is about. You can integrate, or put together, information on a 
topic from more than one source. As a result, you will be able to 
speak and write more knowledgeably about the topic.

Read this comic strip. Think about why the characters must put 
together information from multiple sources.

Putting together information from several texts on one 
topic will make you knowledgeable about that topic. 

You all got directions
to the mystery party?

Yeah...but...
...they don’t make sense.

What does yours say?

My text says 
on “First Street ” 
and  “Palace.”

Mine says  “Tenth”
and “The Pizza.”

And mine says “April”
and at “7 P.M.”

You all got directions
to the mystery party?

Yeah...but...
...they don’t make sense.

What does yours say?

My text says 
on “First Street ” 
and  “Palace.”

Mine says  “Tenth”
and “The Pizza.”

And mine says “April”
and at “7 P.M.”

You all got directions
to the mystery party?

Yeah...but...
...they don’t make sense.

What does yours say?

My text says 
on “First Street ” 
and  “Palace.”

Mine says  “Tenth”
and “The Pizza.”

And mine says “April”
and at “7 P.M.”

You all got directions
to the mystery party?

Yeah...but...
...they don’t make sense.

What does yours say?

My text says 
on “First Street ” 
and  “Palace.”

Mine says  “Tenth”
and “The Pizza.”

And mine says “April”
and at “7 P.M.”

You all got directions
to the mystery party?

Yeah...but...
...they don’t make sense.

What does yours say?

My text says 
on “First Street ” 
and  “Palace.”

Mine says  “Tenth”
and “The Pizza.”

And mine says “April”
and at “7 P.M.”

You all got directions
to the mystery party?

Yeah...but...
...they don’t make sense.

What does yours say?

My text says 
on “First Street ” 
and  “Palace.”

Mine says  “Tenth”
and “The Pizza.”

And mine says “April”
and at “7 P.M.”

LAFS.5.RI.3.9 Integrate information from several texts on the same topic in order to 
write or speak about the subject knowledgeably.



©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted. 351Lesson 20 Using Multiple Sources for Writing and Speaking

Theme:  Electronic Communication Lesson 20

Academic Talk 
Use these words to talk about the text. 

• integrate • topic • source

Talk Share your chart and description with a partner.

• Did you include the same information about the second and third 
messages?

• How were your descriptions of the party similar and different? 

• What did this activity teach you about the importance of getting 
information from more than one source?

Think Consider what you’ve learned so far about putting together 
information from different sources to get a complete picture of a topic.  
In the comic strip, what information about the party does each character get? 
Complete the chart to identify each piece of information.

On the lines below, describe everything you know about the party after 
combining the information in the three messages. Use any details you can 
see in the comic strip as well as the information in your chart.

 

 

 

 

First Street, Palace

Question

Where and when is 
the mystery party?

Answers

First Message Second Message Third Message



Modeled and Guided Instruction
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Read Genre: History Texts

1  On March 10, 1876, Alexander Graham Bell’s hard work paid off. 
Thomas Watson, friend and fellow inventor, heard Bell speaking clearly from 
the receiving end of the very first working telephone.

2  Bell was an inventor through and through. He had a deep fascination 
with sound and wanted to invent a way to transmit it over long distances. 
He started small. He developed techniques and devices to communicate with 
his mother and other members of the deaf community. He performed sound 
experiments with whatever he could, from tuning forks to the family dog!

3  Eventually Bell figured out that electricity would be the key to transmitting 
sound but didn’t know enough about it. That didn’t stop him. In 1875, when 
he met Watson, a skilled electrical engineer, Bell asked for his help. That year 
Bell wrote his first patent for technology to transmit voices over a wire line. 
One year later, he introduced the telephone to the United States. He patented 
his “electronic speech machine” in 1876. 

1  Elisha Gray was a gifted electrical engineer. He was one of the most 
important inventors of his time. In 1876, he was ready to patent an amazing 
device. He had invented one of the very first telephones, yet Gray is 
unknown to most people today. Why? 

2  The telegraph, invented in the 1870s, allowed written messages to be 
transmitted along a wire. It was popular, but many people wanted more. 
Inventors raced to develop a way to transmit a person’s voice along a 
wire. By 1876, Elisha Gray had found a way. But on the very same day 
the patent office in Washington received word of his invention, they 
received a patent application for the same technology from someone 
else. That person’s name was Alexander Graham Bell. 

3  Bell was awarded the first U.S. patent for the telephone later that 
year. While the patent office said they had received Bell’s application 
first, the true inventor of the telephone has been debated since.

When you reread the 
passages, underline 
details about both 
inventors, such as who 
they were, the main thing 
they did, and why they 
did it. 

Close Reader Habits

B E L L  A N D  T H E  T E L E P H O N E
by Melanie Cartwright

Did Gray or Bell Invent the Telephone?
by Tom Xiao
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Explore
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 How does integrating information from both passages help you 
understand Alexander Graham Bell’s and Elisha Gray’s work?

Think

1  Complete the chart below by using information from both passages.

Questions

Who were Bell 
and Gray?

What work did 
they do?

Why did they do it?

Answers

“Bell and the Telephone”
“Did Gray or Bell Invent 

the Telephone?”

Talk 

2  Compare the details you used to fill out the charts. Do the details 
you chose truly answer those questions? Are there more details you 
should add? Revise your chart if you need to.

Write 

3  Short Response Explain who Bell and Gray were, the main thing each 
man did, and why they did it. Use details from both passages in your 
response. Use the space provided on page 358 to write your answer.

HINT The prompt 
shows a way to 
organize your 
response.

Figure out the topic of 
the texts. What does 
each text add to your 
knowledge of it?



Guided Practice
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Genre: Science TextsRead

1  A satellite is a small body or object that revolves around a larger object in 
space. The Moon is Earth’s satellite, and all the planets are satellites of the Sun. 
Moons and planets are called natural satellites.

2  Artificial satellites are human-made objects that revolve around larger, 
natural satellites. The first artificial satellite was Sputnik 1, a 185-pound 
capsule sent into orbit by the Soviet Union in 1957. Since that time, many 
satellites have been sent into space. Today there are hundreds of satellites 
circling Earth. They are used for research, weather study, navigation, and 
communication. Among these is the largest—the International Space Station, 
where astronauts work and research in space.

1  How do communication satellites work?
2  A cell phone uses cell towers to send and receive signals. However, in 

rural areas and over the oceans, it is not possible to erect cell phone towers. 
The solution is simple: use a satellite phone, which can cover vast distances.

3  So how does it work? A satellite phone sends a signal up to a satellite, and 
the signal is then sent down to a ground station. This station sends the call 
to the cell phone or landline. If someone wants to call a satellite phone, the 
reverse works, too. The call from the landline or cell phone first 
goes to the ground station. Then it travels up to the satellite, and 
then down to the satellite phone.

What do satellites do? 
Reread each text, and 
underline details that 
tell what satellites do.

Close Reader Habits

SATELLITE
by Roger Spandel

Communication Satellites
by Dirk Costa
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by Jane Woo

1  You might have seen television shows where the police located a missing 
person by locating his or her cell phone. Communication satellites make this 
possible if the phone has a Global Positioning System (GPS) chip inside the 
phone.

2  Some 22,000 miles high above us, the United States operates twenty-four 
communication satellites that orbit Earth. The satellites circle Earth every 
twelve hours. They are positioned so that five satellites can be seen from any 
point on Earth at any time of the day.

3  These satellites transmit radio signals down to Earth. Each satellite 
measures the time it takes for a signal from a chip to reach the satellite (less 
than one-tenth of a second). Then it multiplies the time by how fast a radio 
wave moves—some 186,000 miles (300,000 kilometers) a second. The result is 
the distance between the GPS chip and the satellite.

4  To determine an accurate location of a cell phone, the GPS must use at 
least three satellites. Four satellites make the data even more accurate. If all 
this sounds unbelievable, imagine this: GPS can pinpoint a location within 
35 feet!

How do satellites help us? 
Reread all three texts, and 
circle information that 
tells how satellites help 
people.

Close Reader Habits

Genre: Science Article

How Satellites Track Cell Phones
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Think Use what you learned from reading the passages to answer the 
following questions.

1  This question has two parts. Answer Part A. Then answer Part B. 

Part A
Which idea is in both “Communication Satellites” and “How Satellites 
Track Cell Phones”?

A  Satellites orbit the Earth every 12 hours.

B  In rural areas, it is not always possible to build cell towers. 

C  Some cell phones have a Global Positioning System.

D  Phones can use satellites to send and receive data.

Part B
Choose one sentence from “Communication Satellites” and one 
sentence from “How Satellites Track Cell Phones” that support the 
answer to Part A. Write each sentence in the appropriate “Supporting 
Detail” box below.

Supporting Detail from  
“Communication Satellites”

Supporting Detail from  
“How Satellites Track Cell Phones”
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2  Based on information found in both “Satellite” and “Communication 
Satellites,” which idea is true?

A  The first satellite was put in orbit around Earth in 1957.

B  A cell phone relies on cell towers. 

C There are special satellites that are used for communication.

D  Satellite phones allow communication over long distances.

3  Satellites help us to communicate with each other. Choose one detail 
from “Satellite” and one detail from “How Satellites Track Cell Phones” 
that best support this idea.

A  “. . . object that revolves around a larger object. . . . “ (“Satellite”)

B  “. . . used for research, weather, study, navigation, and 
communication.” (“Satellite”)

C  “. . . astronauts work and research in space.” (“Satellite”)

D “. . . satellites transmit radio signals down to Earth.” (“How 
Satellites Track Cell Phones”)

E “. . . less than one-tenth of a second. . . .” (“How Satellites Track 
Cell Phones”)

F “. . . GPS can pinpoint a location within 35 feet.” (“How Satellites 
Track Cell Phones”)

Talk 

4  How do satellites help us? Consider the information you read in all three 
sources. Use the chart on page 359 to organize information from each 
source to answer the question.

Write 

5  Short Response Using information from all three sources, explain how 
satellites help us. Use the space provided on page 359 to write your 
answer. 

HINT Think about 
what satellites do, 
then think about how 
that can help us.

Science texts often 
cover topics that are 
very broad. Authors 
can choose to focus 
on one part of the 
topic to make the text 
more useful to the 
reader. 



Modeled and Guided Instruction

Check Your Writing

 Did you read the prompt carefully?

 Did you put the prompt in your own words?

 Did you use the best evidence from the text to support your ideas? 

 Are your ideas clearly organized? 

 Did you write in clear and complete sentences? 

 Did you check your spelling and punctuation?
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Don’t forget to 
check your writing.

Write Use the space below to write your answer to the question on page 353.

3  Short Response Explain who Bell and Gray were, the main thing 
each man did, and why they did it. Use details from both passages  
in your response.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HINT The prompt 
shows a way to 
organize your 
response.

B E L L  A N D  T H E  T E L E P H O N E
Did Gray or Bell Invent the Telephone?



Guided Practice

Check Your Writing

 Did you read the prompt carefully?

 Did you put the prompt in your own words?

 Did you use the best evidence from the text to support your ideas? 

 Are your ideas clearly organized? 

 Did you write in clear and complete sentences? 

 Did you check your spelling and punctuation?
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4  Use the chart below to organize your ideas.  

Write Use the space below to write your answer to the question on page 357.

5  Short Response Using information from all three sources, explain how satellites help us. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

How Satellites Track Cell Phones

SATELLITE

How do 
satellites 
help us?

Answers

Question “Satellite”
“Communication 

Satellites”
“How Satellites  

Track Cell Phones”

Communication Satellites
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Read Genre: History Article
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by Amanda Eggers

1  The Internet is something we take for granted. For many 
people, surfing the net is as much a part of everyday life as 
eating breakfast or going shopping. But what is the Internet, 
exactly, and how long has it been around? The answers may 
surprise you.

2  During the 1960s, the United States military wanted a new 
way to share information. They wanted a network that would 
keep working even if other systems failed. Computers had 
been around for a number of years, but they were not linked 
together in any way, so researchers began to try out different 
ways to get computers to “talk” to each other. In October 1969, 
a system called ARPANET was launched. Only a few people 
had access to ARPANET because the network included only 
four universities. This network would not have a big impact on 
the lives of most people for many years.

3  Throughout the next two decades, computer technology 
became more and more advanced. By the 1990s the Internet 
was no longer limited to just a few universities. It quickly 
expanded for use by businesses and individuals, helped by 
the invention of the World Wide Web. The World Wide 
Web (www), invented in the 1990s, provides a way for 
people to find information on the Internet. For the first time, 
information on the Web had an “address” that made it easy 
to find.

4  Today, the Internet contains all kinds of information, used 
by ordinary people every day. Email, music, photos, games, 
videos—all are readily available on our computers. Even 
though we take it for granted, the Internet has transformed 
the world.

WORDS TO KNOW
As you read, look 
inside, around, and 
beyond this word to 
figure out what it 
means.
• access

A Brief History  
of the Internet
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by Laura Modigliani, Scholastic News

1  If you’ve ever searched for information online, you’ve probably come 
across Wikipedia. The online encyclopedia was launched in January 2001. 
Today, the site includes 3.5 million articles in English alone. Wikipedia is the 
biggest online encyclopedia.

2  It’s easy to see why people like it. The site has detailed articles on just 
about any topic you can think of—from Iraq and the human eye to iCarly.

3  But even though it’s popular, does that mean you can trust it?

 A Group Effort
4  Wikipedia is not like other encyclopedias. The wiki in its name means 

that anyone—even you—can write or change an entry. Because experts don’t 
check it, the information may not always be correct.

5  Wikipedia can, however, be a helpful research tool—if you know how to 
use it. “It’s been attacked because kids often go to Wikipedia and cite that as 
their only source,” says Tessa Jolls. She’s the president of the Center for Media 
Literacy in Malibu, California.

6  Jolls says Wikipedia can be a great starting point for finding more reliable 
sources of information. Wikipedia articles often have links to other sources.

 What’s Reliable?
7  The trouble is that a lot of people think any site is completely trustworthy. 

According to a recent Scholastic poll, 47 percent of kids ages 9 to 11 believe 
the information they find online is always correct. Many kids don’t realize 
that lots of sites are only trying to sell something or contain only people’s 
opinions. In fact, many sites aren’t even written by experts.

8  The Internet is like a huge library. Type “Haiti” into Google or another 
search engine, and you’ll get millions of results. The Wikipedia page often 
pops up first, but that just means it’s popular, not that it’s the most reliable site. 
Scroll down the results page and you’ll find a link to the CIA World Factbook. 
That site is more trustworthy because it’s run by a U.S. government agency. 
Also, look for websites that end in .edu or .gov. These sites are written by 
experts and usually contain reliable information.

9  “You have to learn how to make judgments about the information,” says 
Jolls. “Learn to be a questioner.”
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WORDS TO KNOW
As you read, look 
inside, around, and 
beyond these words 
to figure out what 
they mean.
• reliable
• trustworthy

Genre: Magazine Article



1  Do you like being poked? 

2  Most people don’t—unless it’s on Facebook, 
a popular Internet site. Facebook members can 
poke a friend, which is a message that loosely 
means, “Hey, I’m still here!” 

3  Not that long ago, Facebook did not exist. 
Today, social networking sites like Facebook make 
staying in touch easier than ever. 

4  You know what a network is—a set of links or 
ties between one place, person, or thing and another. What about 
social? Social means having to do with groups of people, or society. 
So a social network is a set of links among people. Sometimes these 
sites are also called “social media.” 

5  Social networking sites like Facebook, Twitter, Ning, and MySpace 
are websites that connect people on the Internet. Through them, 
people are able to meet, speak, and share information with each 
other. These sites create virtual communities for adults—and 
sometimes teenagers. Today, we use the word virtual to mean 
something that exists but not in actual form. For example, Facebook 
creates a real community, but it is not a physical community like 
your town. 

Independent Practice
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by Laurie Shinbaum, Appleseeds

WORDS TO KNOW
As you read, look 
inside, around, and 
beyond these words 
to figure out what 
they mean.
• media
• virtual
• network

Genre: Magazine Article



Social Media Update

Since this article was first published in 2011, the social media landscape has 
shifted. Some teens have found new virtual hangouts, including the following:

Instagram Users post photos or short videos with captions, which their 
followers may “like” or comment on. A single post can get hundreds of 
responses. 

Snapchat This app lets friends exchange photos or videos, and then the post 
disappears. But anyone can take a screenshot, so it’s not really gone forever!

Tumblr On this site, users combine short messages with photos and videos to 
make super-short blogs.

Google+ Users can watch their circles of friends grow on this networking site. 
A bonus is the chance to video-chat in Google Hangouts.

Kik This app is like texting, but it allows users to socialize  
as they send messages to each other.

6  Facebook is one of the most popular social networking sites. 
It was created on a college campus in 2004. At first, it was open 
only to college students. Now you can join Facebook if you are 
over 13. (Between 13 and 18, you must be a high school or 
college student.) More than 500 million people around the world 
have joined. 

7  Twitter is another hugely successful network. On Twitter people 
send short messages called “tweets” to and from cell phones and 
computers. A tweet can be no longer than 140 characters.

8  Schools use social networking, too. In some schools, teachers 
use special online networks to communicate with their students. 
They can give quizzes, assign homework, and send reminders 
about upcoming classwork. The social networks are improving 
every day. Who knows what social networks will exist for you in 
the future? You might even invent one of your own. 
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Independent Practice
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Think Use what you learned from reading the articles to answer the 
following questions. 

1  This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then answer Part B. 

Part A
Which idea is found in both “A Brief History of the Internet” and 
“Get Wiki Wise”? 

A  The Internet expanded quickly in the 1990s.

B  The Internet has information that people can find.

C  Not all information on the Internet is accurate. 

D  It is important to use Internet sites written by experts.

Part B 
Choose one sentence from “A Brief History of the Internet” and one 
sentence from “Get Wiki Wise” that support the answer to Part A. Write 
each sentence in the appropriate “Supporting Details” box below.

Supporting Details from  
“A Brief History of the Internet”

Supporting Details from  
“Get Wiki Wise”

2  Read the following sentence from “A Brief History of the Internet.” 

Even though we take it for granted, the Internet has transformed the 
world.

What does the root form mean in the word transformed?

A  rule

B  know

C  shape

D organize
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3  This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then answer Part B. 

Part A
How does the information in “A Brief History of the Internet” help the 
reader understand the topic of “Staying in Touch—All the Time”?

A  “A Brief History of the Internet” explains how computers were 
eventually taught to talk to each other, which is how the social 
networks discussed in “Staying in Touch—All the Time” work.

B  “A Brief History of the Internet” explains how the Internet got 
started in the 1960s, and the Internet is a main topic discussed 
in “Staying in Touch—All the Time.” 

C  “A Brief History of the Internet” explains how videos and 
images are sent using the Internet, and those are popular in 
social networking, which is the topic of “Staying in Touch—All 
the Time.”

D  “A Brief History of the Internet” explains how each website has 
an address that makes it easy to find, which also helps people 
create a social network, as described in “Staying in Touch—All 
the Time.”

Part B 
Choose two pieces of evidence, one from each article, that support the 
answer to Part A.

A  “Computers had been around for a number of years, but they 
were not linked together in any way, so researchers began to try 
out different ways to get computers to ‘talk’ to each other.” 
(“A Brief History of the Internet”) 

B   “In October 1969, a system called ARPANET was launched.” 
(“A Brief History of the Internet”)

C   “Email, music, photos, games, videos—all are readily available 
on our computers.” (“A Brief History of the Internet”)

D  “Today, social networking sites like Facebook make staying in 
touch easier than ever.” (“Staying in Touch—All the Time”) 

E “You know what a network is—a set of links or ties between one 
place, person, or thing and another.” (“Staying in Touch—All the 
Time”)

F “Who knows what social networks will exist for you in the 
future?” (“Staying in Touch—All the Time”)
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Write
What is the Internet, and how do people use it to find information and 
connect with each other? Reread all three articles. Underline key ideas about 
the Internet. Then complete numbers 4 and 5.

4  Plan Your Response What important ideas did you learn from each 
article? How can you put together that information to explain what 
the Internet is and how it can be used? Use a chart to organize your 
thoughts and evidence from the articles before you write.

5  Write an Extended Response Explain what the Internet is and how 
people use it to find information and connect with each other. Use 
evidence from each article and your chart in your response.
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 Learning Target
In this lesson, you practiced integrating information from 
several texts on the same topic. Explain how this skill will help 
you when you have to do research on other topics.
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