
Trouble in 
Texas!

In the 1820’s, Stephen Austin, an American 
businessman, wanted to begin a project to settle 
people from the United States in Texas.  At that 
time, Texas was part of Mexico and was in need 
of more settlers to build up farms, towns, and 
ranches.  By 1832 so many Americans had moved 
into Texas that in some areas they outnumbered 
Mexican settlers.

Moving to Texas

Building Tension
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As more American settlers came to Texas, tension grew 
between these settlers and the Mexican government.  For one, 
Americans often brought slaves with them, even though slavery 
was illegal in Mexico.  In addition, Americans refused to convert 
to the Catholic religion, the main religion in Mexico.  Overtime, 
Americans demanded more say in the Mexican government.  
Fearing a rebellion, the Mexican government passed a law in 
1830 forbidding any more Americans to settle in Mexico.

In 1835, Texas settlers decided to fight for their 
Independence from Mexico and formed an army.  On March 2, 
1836, the Texans formed the Republic of Texas and declared 
their independence from Mexico. 

Stephan Austin
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The Alamo
Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna, the 

President of Mexico, was furious to  
hear of the rebellion.  He sent thousands 
of Mexican soldiers to San Antonio, 

The Alamo

Texas where 184 Texan rebels had set up inside a building called 
The Alamo.  The rebels were greatly outnumbered by the 
Mexicans and almost all of the Texans were killed in a 13-day 
battle.  The Texans had been defeated, but were not ready to 
give up yet.

Not Backing Down
Sam Houston, the leader of the Texas army signed up more 

soldiers to help attack the Mexican army in another battle near 
the San Jacinto River.  Before the battle, Houston encouraged 
his soldiers to “Remember the Alamo” and those who had 
already died for their cause. This time they were successful

and defeated the Mexicans and even captured 
their president, Santa Anna.  In exchange for his 
freedom, Santa Anna agreed to give Texas its 
independence.  Sam Houston was elected
President of Texas.  It had its own flag with a

The Texan Flag

single star.  Today we refer to Texas as the “Lone Star State.”  
Although Texas was now an independent country, it faced many 
challenges.

Manifest Destiny
As a new country, Texas had little money to support itself.  

Many Texans wanted to become part of the United States.  
They believed in the idea of manifest destiny which meant that 
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Texas

the United States should expand 
west to the Pacific Ocean.  Sam 
Houston wrote a letter to US 
President Andrew Jackson in 1836 
asking to be added to the US. 
Jackson refused knowing that not

The Mexican War
Tensions between Texas and Mexico grew again when 

Texas became a state.  Although Mexico granted Texas its 
freedom, they still viewed the land as part of Mexico.  
They also didn’t agree on the Texas-Mexico border.

To prepare for a possible war, President Polk sent 
troops to Texas to help defend the border.  The Mexican 
War officially began on May 13, 1846.  After much fighting 
with both victories and losses, the Mexican government 
surrendered.  As part of the peace treaty in 1847, the US 
agreed to pay $15 million dollars for Texas and Mexico’s 
northern territory.  Later on, more money was given to

all people in the US wanted to add Texas.  
The debate over whether to add Texas as a state 

went on for years until James Polk was elected President 
in 1844.  He was a supporter of manifest destiny and 
asked Congress to add Texas as a state.

Mexico to purchase even more land 
for the United States.  The United 
States now expanded their territory 
to the Pacific Ocean.
New Land Gained from The Mexico War


