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drawing of Alamo Mission, 1854

In the 1820s and '30s, many Americans moved to Texas from the southern United States. The 
territory officially belonged to Mexico, but the land was open to settlers. The settlers had 
governed themselves for about 15 years when the Mexican government realized that 
Americans outnumbered Mexicans in Texas! The Mexican government became worried that 
the U.S. would take Texas. Mexico decided to push the settlers back to the United States. The 
settlers refused to leave.

Mexican General Santa Anna marched into Texas with many troops. He crossed the Rio 
Grande and approached San Antonio. Here, the Texans were awaiting attack. The Texans 
used the Alamo as a fort. Originally it was a mission, used for religious reasons. The man in 
command of the Texans was William Barret Travis. He sent appeal after appeal to the U.S. 
government for back up. No one answered.

The Texans knew that they were outnumbered 10 to 1. Still, they decided to defend 
themselves to the death. From February 23, 1836 to Sunday March 6, 1836, the settlers 
waited. On March 6, Santa Anna stormed the walls of the Alamo. The Texans fought until 
death, even after hours of arm-to-arm combat.
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Remember the Alamo! - Revenge
On April 12, 1836, a new Texan army under Sam Houston fought and defeated Santa Anna. 
These men were fighting for the rights of themselves and their families to live in Texas. They 
were also fighting for revenge. When Sam Houston led his men into battle, he rallied his men 
by shouting, "Remember the Alamo!"

When Houston won, Texas became the Lone Star Republic. Did you know that Texas was the 
only U. S. state to be its own country? In 1845 Texas asked to be a part of the United States. 
The Republic was annexed by the U.S. government and became the Lone Star State.
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Advanced Definition

transitive verb

1. to fight against or oppose forcefully.

Doctors try to combat disease.

She combated the urge to cry.

intransitive verb

1. to fight or struggle.

The rival armies combated for weeks.

noun

1. fighting, as between warring opponents.

The troops engaged in heavy combat that day.

Her son had died in combat in Italy.

Spanish cognate

combate: The Spanish word combate means combat.
				

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. The goals of the new law are to promote good health and to combat obesity.

2. Over many generations, males have evolved horns to aid them in combat.

3. The group works to raise public awareness and lobby governments to help combat AIDS in Africa.

4. To combat that problem, schools around the country are making an effort to change kids' eating 
habits by offering more healthful choices at lunchtime.

5. That means African leaders will be able to spend more money to combat their problems.

6. The Texans fought until death, even after hours of arm-to-arm combat.

7. Another recommended way to combat, or fight, cyberbullying, is to take a stand against it.

8. Martial arts are forms of self-defense and combat.

9. Well, I figured other kids were having similar experiences, so I made a website to combat bullying.
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Definition
verb

1. to beat in a game or battle.

He defeated me in tennis.

The United States defeated Germany in World War II.

Advanced Definition
transitive verb

1. to win a victory over; beat in a game, battle, or the like.

Do you think our candidate can defeat the others?

Our team easily defeated last year's winning team.

They pledged to defeat their enemy.

2. to keep from succeeding; cause to fail; frustrate or thwart.

His own lack of confidence and negative attitude defeated him.

The rain defeated our plans for a day on the lake.

noun

1. the act or an instance of defeating.

They celebrated their defeat of the enemy.

We read of the defeat of the great former champion with some disappointment.

2. the condition or an instance of being defeated.

After we'd tried so hard, our defeat was hard to bear.

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. "Good job," he said, having admitted defeat.

2. The story goes that because of this belief, Constantine was able to defeat his foes.
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3. It is located exactly where Washington crossed the Hudson with his troops to defeat British 
forces.

4. None of Sumanguru's magic spells could defeat the skill and intelligence of Sundiata.

5. Who knows how long the fight will take, or who will survive... anything is possible for us, except 
defeat.

6. Lincoln believed he had the legal right, given to the president by the Constitution in times of 
war, to take action necessary to defeat the rebels.

7. Although one side or the other was technically victorious after these battles, each battle (and 
the war in general) could be considered a pyrrhic victory: there were such devastating costs on 
both sides of the war that the victory felt like a defeat.
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Definition
verb

1. to protect from harm; guard.

He defended his brother from the angry dog.

The army is ready to defend the city.

Advanced Definition
transitive verb

1. to protect from harm, seizure, or intrusion; guard.

The army has been called in to defend the city.

The dog defended its owner from an attacker in the park.

The goalie must defend the team's goal.

The team is fighting to defend its title.

2. to justify or give support to; maintain; uphold.

I defended his speaking so frankly because many of us share his opinion but are 

afraid to speak.

She forcefully defended her argument.

When he spoke with the principal, he defended his son's actions.

3. to serve as a lawyer in support of (someone).

She defended her client although she was not sure herself of his innocence.

intransitive verb

1. to make a defense.

These players need to learn how to defend.

Spanish cognate

defender: The Spanish word defender means defend.
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These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. Many jellyfish have stinging tentacles that they use to defend themselves and to capture prey.

2. Over time the Viking raiders lost their power, as people learned to defend against their attacks.

3. A writer summarizing the philosopher Voltaire's beliefs once wrote, "I disapprove of what you 
say, but I will defend to the death your right to say it."

4. A crab uses its claws to hunt, grab food, and defend itself.

5. The government should also defend the country when necessary.

6. They stood together as colonists to defend themselves and their interests.

7. A castle helped a king or vassal defend the land where the castle stood.

8. They came together to help defend their territory from outside invasions.

9. At first, he could not defend himself.

10. It was built to defend China from its enemies, namely the Huns and the Mongols.
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Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. Who was in charge of the Texans at the Alamo in 1836?

A. General Santa Anna

B. William Barret Travis

C. Sam Houston

D. George W. Bush

2. In this passage, the word Americans refers to

A. Citizens of the United States of America.

B. Native Americans.

C. Citizens of the United States of Mexico.

D. Canadians.

3. Why was Mexico worried that the U.S. might try to take Texas from them?

A. Americans outnumbered Mexicans in Texas.

B. Mexicans outnumbered Americans in Texas.

C. They weren't worried.

D. They just worried a lot.

4. According to the passage, Sam Houston

A. was successful in getting revenge for the Alamo.

B. was unsuccessful in getting revenge for the Alamo.

C. decided revenge for the Alamo wasn't worth fighting for.

D. was an important person during the California Gold Rush.

5. The passage "The Story of the Alamo" is mostly about

A. the history of building the Alamo.

B. the differences between Santa Anna and other generals.

C. a made-up story that Texans still tell.

D. Texas's fight for independence.
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6. What was one similarity and one difference between Santa Anna and Sam Houston?

7. What was the Alamo used for originally, and what was it used for during battle?

8. The question below is an incomplete sentence. Choose the word that best completes 

the sentence.

The Texans lost to the Mexican army at the Alamo, but _______ they got their revenge.

A. always

B. never

C. eventually

D. during
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