
What is Descriptive Writing?

• Descriptive writing is writing that uses 

precise words and phrases to paint a vivid 

picture for the reader. 

• Writers use descriptive writing to 

create setting, situations, problems, 

characters, and more.



Descriptive Writing is NOT…

• narrative writing

• an independent genre of writing

• using as many adjectives as possible



Descriptive Writing IS…

• the use of vivid adjectives, adverbs, and 
strong verbs

• the use of figurative language

• the use of imagery

• the use of sensory details

• being aware of denotative and connotative 
meanings

• showing the reader rather than telling the 
reader



Word Choice

Adjectives

• Words that 

describe and 

modify nouns

– EX: yellow, 

bumpy, 

grotesque 

Adverbs

• Words that 

describe and 

modify verbs

– EX: swiftly, 

steadily, 

Strong Verbs

• Descriptive 

verbs that 

show the 

action to the 

audience

– EX: using 

noticed instead 

of saw, using 

gazed instead 

of looked



Imagery

• Vivid, descriptive writing that uses 

figurative and descriptive language to 

paint a picture in the reader’s head.



Imagery

Read this passage. What do you see?

Two brightly-colored blue and yellow 

macaws perched high in a luscious tree 

snacked delightedly as a gentle breeze 

cooled the afternoon air.



Imagery

These words enhance the imagery

Two brightly-colored blue and yellow 

macaws perched high in a luscious tree 

snacked delightedly as a gentle breeze 

cooled the afternoon air.



Sensory Details

• Writing that appeals to the five senses.

– Touch – what does it feel like?

– Taste – what does it taste like?

– Smell – what does it smell like?

– Sight – what does it look like?

– Hearing – what does it sound like?

• Writing to explain, describe, and appeal to all 

of the senses will improve your descriptive 

writing skills.



Sensory Details

The Beach

At the beach, I felt the my feet sink in 
the golden, gritty sand. The azure
Pacific rumbled softly as the waves 
greeted the shore. A soft breeze filled 
the air with a salty sea scent that was 
so dense the taste of salt lingered on 
my tongue.

What 

do 

you…

see?

hear?

smell?

touch?

taste?


