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Close Read

What evidence does Bruce Goodwin cite to support his view that pit 
bulls are unsafe?

Source Materials for Step 2
AS YOU READ Analyze the newspaper articles, the blog, and the 
editorial. Annotate the sources with notes that help you decide where you 
stand on the issue: Should people be allowed to keep pit bulls as pets?

Source 1: Newspaper Article

OHIO OVERTURNS PIT BULL BILL
 February 21, 2012

COLUMBUS—The Ohio State Legislature 
voted today on a bill to eliminate a 25-year-
old law automatically declaring pit bulls as 
vicious. The original bill, enacted in 1987, 
was the only state law in the country to 
discriminate against a specific breed— the 
pit bull.

Under the old law, owners of all pit bulls 
were required to register their dogs as 
dangerous. Other dogs were labeled as 
vicious if they had ever injured a person 
seriously, or killed another dog. However, 
all pit bulls were automatically included in 
either the dangerous or vicious category.

The new bill, House Bill 14, redefines the 
designations of vicious and dangerous and 

creates a lesser category of a nuisance dog. 
In addition to removing any mention of a 
specific breed, this bill creates a process for 
dog owners to change labels applied by law 
enforcement. Now, the legal responsibility 
for proving that a dog deserves its label is 
on the dog warden, and this proof must be 
clear and convincing. 

Representative Bruce Goodwin voted 
against the bill, in part because, as he 
states, “I am not convinced that a ‘pit bull’ 
is a safe animal to have around. The ‘pit 
bull’ has the distinction or characteristic 
that, when they grab on, they don’t let go,” 
Mr. Goodwin said. “You can say all you 
want about all these other breeds, but ‘pit 
bulls’ are the choice for drug dealers and 
other bad folks for a reason.”
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Dogs can only give the love they get  
DYSON: A pit bull is often sweeter than its reputation 

Free Lance-Star, The (Fredericksburg, VA) - Friday, September 12, 2014 
Reprinted with permission, Copyright, 2014, The Free Lance-Star 
 
 
SOMEONE BROKE into my daughter 
and son-in-law's home soon after they 
moved in, so Diana and AJ put several 
security measures in place. One was 
going to the local animal shelter to adopt 
a dog to provide protection in their rural 
setting.  
 
They picked a pit bull mix named 
Tonka. He had been in the shelter a 
while, looked to be a young adult, and 
seemed to have a good personality.  
 
That was 11 years ago.  
 
Tonka has turned out to be more 
sweetheart than guard dog, more likely 
to lick than bite. But strangers don't 
know the softer side of Tonka. They see 
the pit bull in him and are afraid-which 
was the point all along.  
 
I share this story in the wake of yet 
another pit - bull incident. People 
accuse us of writing about the attacks 
only because of the type of dog 
involved.  
 
After 36 years in this business, I can say 
with certainty that any time a dog 
attacks a child standing at a bus stop, 
kills an elderly woman and her small pet 
on their property or mauls a toddler in 
his own home, we are going to write 
about it.  
 

It wouldn't matter if the dog was 
a pit bull or Pomeranian, Chow or 
Chihuahua, shepherd or Shih Tzu.  
 
Likewise, if a cat, skunk or groundhog 
did the same, we'd write about that, too.  
 
No one's trying to say that all pit bulls 
are bad. Tonka could be the poster child 
for tolerance. My daughter would tell 
you that as the "big brother" to her son, 
Hunter, Tonka has been pulled and 
yanked on for most of Hunter's 3 years. 
It's not that Hunter doesn't love Tonka; 
he's just ornery. He tries to run into him 
with his bike or hop on his back for a 
ride, and Tonka is ever-forgiving, patient 
and kind.  
 
He's friendlier than Buddy, our beagle-
hound mix, ever was. If I had to worry 
about one of them biting a child, it would 
have been the dog who was part 
beagle, not pit bull .  
 
Soon after we had to say goodbye to 
Buddy earlier this year, I visited Diana 
and her family at a nearby campground, 
where they were staying for the 
weekend. Kids, dogs and a goat were 
milling around, enjoying themselves, 
when Tonka spotted my car.  
 
He was the first to come greet me, and I 
was still feeling so bad about Buddy, I 
almost cried at the sight of Tonka's 
friendly face.  



When news of a dog attack comes out, 
Diana says what every pit - bull owner 
does: "Blame the deed, not the breed."  
 
After the Stafford County girl was 
attacked at her bus stop one week ago 
today, Diana reiterated that a dog's 
behavior often stems from how it's 
raised. She also added that some 
aggression may come from inbreeding 
and said that Tonka is mixed, maybe 
with Boston terrier.  
 
While you consider all these factors, you 
can't ignore the statistics. An older study 
from the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention looked at fatal dog bites 
from 1979 to 1998. Pitbulls were at the 
top of the list of attackers, followed by 
Rottweilers.  
 
The website, DogsBite.org, reports that 
the same two breeds accounted for 
three-fourths of the 283 deaths to 
Americans from dog bites from 2005 to 
2013.  
 
The Global Animal website also says 
there are more incidents 
involving pit bulls because there are so 
many of them in the United States. A 
story about discrimination reminds 
readers that the American pit bull was 
once nicknamed "America's dog" 
because of its loyalty and 
gentleness. Pit bulls were so good with 
children that some called them "the 
nanny dog."  
 
 
 

All that changed in the 1980s with the 
resurgence of dog-fighting, according to 
the Global Animal. The pit bull 's loyalty 
and muscle-bound physique made it a 
prime target for exploitation. The dog 
that used to be the companion of kids 
on "The Little Rascals" became the 
status symbol of gangsters and drug 
dealers, according to the site.  
 
Because the breed became so popular 
in low-income, urban areas, the 
numbers exploded. Global Animal says 
that when you consider how 
many pit bulls are out there, the 
percentage involved in fatal attacks is 
lower than that of other breeds.  
 
And as my daughter and a veterinarian 
in the Global Animal story both 
mentioned, smaller dogs may bite more 
often, but incidents aren't reported 
because the wounds tend to be 
minimal.  
 
When pit bulls bite, they can do a lot of 
damage. No one can deny the massive 
force of their jaws.  
 
I'm thrilled my daughter and her family 
got the perfect four-legged companion 
for them. At the same time, I have to say 
a pit bull would not be my first choice in 
a pet, but neither would a yapping lap 
dog or a giant Saint Bernard.  
 
It's a matter of "to each his own," but I'm 
guessing most of us want the same: 
dogs that love and protect us, provide 
comfort and good company and don't 
bother others.  

!
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Discuss and Decide

Review the reasons the blog gives for the enduring popularity of pit 
bulls. Which reasons suggest that a pit bull may make a good pet?

Source 3: Blog

August 14, 2010

Pit Bulls Haven’t Always Had a Bad Rep
The term “pit bull” doesn’t describe a single breed, but multiple 
breeds of working dogs. Bulldogs and terriers were crossbred 
to produce these working breeds. The American pit bull terrier, 
American Staffordshire terrier, and Staffordshire bull terrier 
make up the core of the “breed.” The term is used to reference 
a variety of muscular dogs with short hair. Many of these short-
haired, muscular dogs are mixed breeds that look similar to one 
another, although they have different genetic backgrounds. 
Dogs commonly mistaken for pit bulls are mastiffs, boxers, and 
American bulldogs.

Before the Civil War, when the first pit bulls were brought to 
America by English and Irish immigrants, they were a respected 
breed. As working dogs, they were kept as hunters and guardians, 
as well as herders and pets.

In the early 1900s, the pit bull was one of the most popular breeds 
in America. Pit bulls became a symbol of American pride, and 
their image was used on posters to recruit soldiers during World 
War I. One example of the popularity of pit bulls was Stubby, a pit 
bull mix who captured the nation’s heart during the war.

Stubby was the unofficial mascot of the 102nd Infantry Division. 
He once saved his entire platoon by warning them of a poison 
gas attack. Wounded twice in combat, he was the first dog to be 
awarded Army medals! Stubby came home to a hero’s welcome. 
He is the inspiration behind the U.S. Military’s K-9 Corps.

Pit bulls remained popular during the 1950s and 60s, as respected 
companies used pit bulls as their mascots and in advertising. So 
it wasn’t until the latter part of this century that pit bulls began to 
acquire their bad rep.

Enter your email address:

Subscribe me!

 www.blogspot.com 

  pitbull_lover

Famous Pit Bull Owners

Many famous Americans were proud 
pit bull owners, including:

• Theodore Roosevelt 
• Thomas Edison 
• Helen Keller

Like Dislikepitbull_lover
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THE MEDIA AND THE PIT BULL
by James Cross May 28, 2012

When I walk my two-year-old pit bull mix, 
people cross the street to avoid us. When 
I told my friends about my plan to adopt 
Maisy from a shelter, many of them said, 
“They’re dangerous! That’s like bringing a 
cat to a chicken coop! You are asking for 
trouble.” Some of my relatives even stopped 
coming to my house; I’m not so sure that is 
a bad thing. But it does make me wonder: 
why do so many people hate pit bulls?

I place the blame squarely in the lap of the 
media. According to the ASPCA (American 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals), news outlets consistently tell 
animal control officers that they will not 
cover a dog attack unless the situation 
involves a pit bull. Despite the fact that 
other breeds of dogs can and do attack 
people, these incidents go unmentioned in 
the news, even at the local level.

The media intentionally over-reports 
incidents involving pit bulls, while keeping 
silent on attacks committed by dogs with 
better reputations, such as Labradors. 
News outlets also erroneously report dog 
attacks. If a dog’s breed is unknown, news 
media will often call it a pit bull. Any short-
haired, stocky dog could be mistakenly 
called a pit bull in the news. People expect 
to hear about attacks by pit bulls, so the 
distinction is lost on those hearing the 
news report. Even if it is later revealed 
that the dog was not in fact a pit bull, the 
damage is done, and the idea of the pit bull 
as a dangerous breed is reinforced in the 
public eye.

The mistrust of the pit bull, built by media 
bias, is a cultivated reaction. But we should 
consider the fact that some of our fear 
derives from what we have been told—and 
not by facts.

Source 4: Newspaper Editorial

Close Read

1. What evidence does the author use to support the claim that pit bulls 
are unfairly targeted in the media? Which expert source does he cite to 
support his claim?

2. What does over-report mean? In what way do the media over-report 
incidents involving pit pulls? Cite evidence from the text.

Unit 1: Argumentative Essay 13



Write an essay in which you take a position on whether or not people should be allowed to keep 
pit bulls as pets. Use the information presented in the passages to support your points. Make sure 
to include information from all the passages in your essay.  

Manage your time carefully so that you can 

• read the passages; 
• plan your essay; 
• write your essay; and 
• revise and edit your essay. 

Be sure to: 

• Introduce a claim; 

• Use evidence from multiple sources; and  

• Avoid overly relying on one source. 

 
Your written response should be in the form of a multi-paragraph essay. Remember to spend time 
reading, planning, writing, revising, and editing.!


