
Tweet About It
Feds vs. Anti-Feds Project 

Name: ________________________

Background:
The creators of the Constitution had to write the building blocks of a new government 
that would affect not only society at the time but for hundreds of years to come. 
During the debate, two different opinions and groups of people formed: the Federalists 
and Anti-Federalists. Social media wasn't around, so they wrote essays to express their 
views. For this project, you'll pretend to be alive in 1788, but instead of using books or 
newspapers as they used, you'll create a social media post to share your point of view.

Assignment checklist:
❑ Using your assigned reading, annotate the text by underlining important 

information, circle keywords, and write notes to yourself about what you read. 
❑ Number the main ideas #1-5.
❑ Take your five main ideas that are underlined and write five Tweets. Your goal is to 

create Tweets that you could post to your followers, trying to convince them of your 
point of view.

❑ Each Tweet should be 280 characters or less. (To help with this use Google “online character count tool”).

❑ Write at least one hashtag per Tweet.  
❑ Add your Tweets to a Google document and send it to your teacher.

Example of a Tweet Written by an Anti-Federalist:
Please don’t listen to the Federalists! They want to take our rights, so we need to stand 
up for ourselves before it’s too late! We left Britain to get away from the king and 
queen. The people need a say in the government! Who’s with me? #freedom 
#nottoolate

Due Date: ________________________

This project is worth ________ points. 

(Optional) Partner’s Name: ________________________
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Tweet About It
Feds vs. Anti-Feds Rubric

Name: ________________________

Comments:

Total Points:

5
Exceeds 

Standards

4 
Meets 

Standards

3
Almost Meets 

Standards

2
Developing 

Skills

1
Needs 

Guidance

0
Didn’t 

Include

My five Tweets 
are on topic and 

make sense.
My Tweets 
support the 

article’s point of 
view.

I used specific 
details from the 
article and/or 

my notes.
Each Tweet is 

280 characters 
or less.

I edited my work 
for errors. 

Each Tweet has 
at least one 

hashtag.
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Group #1:  Excerpts from The Federalists papers
Federalist Essay #23 – Why the New Government is Required to Preserve the Union

The powers essential to national defense are to: Raise armies, build and equip fleets, prescribe rules 
to govern both, direct their operations and fund their support. These powers should be unlimited, 
because the variety, scope, and severity of dangers confronting us are infinite. And they should be at 
least equal to all possible combinations of threats, and assigned to the same authorities that govern 
the common defense.”   -Alexander Hamilton

Notes:

Federalist Essay #44 – Necessary and Proper Clause 
“Without…this power [the “necessary and proper” clause] the Constitution would be a dead letter. 
[The clause states that] wherever a general power to do [some] thing is given, every particular power 
necessary for doing it included. [If Congress should abuse this power then] the people can, by the 
election of more faithful representatives, [cancel] the act.” 

Notes:

Federalist Essay #47 – The Government Structure 
“To the People of the State of New York: More respectable Constitution adversaries charge that it 
neglects and violates the maxim that legislative, executive and judiciary branches be separate and 
independent. The branches, they say, are organized in a way that endangers some units to others’ 
disproportionate powers. The objection is based on a valuable political truth: Concentrating all 
legislative, executive, and judiciary powers in the same hereditary, self-appointed or elective hands 
may be defined as tyranny.”   -James Madison

Notes:

Name: ________________________
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Group #2:  Excerpts from The anti-Federalists Papers
Anti-Federalist Paper #9 – A Consolidated Government is a Tyranny

Anti-Federalist Essay #9 – “A Consolidated Government Is a Tyranny “I repeat it, what have we to fear 
armed with such powers, with a president at our head who is captain-general of the army, navy and 
militia of the United States, who can make and unmake treaties, appoint and commission 
ambassadors and other ministers, who can grant or refuse reprieves or pardons, who can make 
judges of the supreme and other continental courts-in short…”    - Montezuma 

Notes:

Anti-Federalist Paper #9 – Three Branches of Government 
Anti-Federalist Essay #9 – “Nor have we allowed the people the right to elect their representatives 
annually [Representatives are elected for 2 year terms, Senators are elected for 6 year terms]…[to 
prevent this Congress from being] too much under the influence and control of their constituents.” 

Notes:

Anti-Federalist Paper #23 – Certain Powers Necessary for the Common Defense, Can and 
Should be Limited

“The power to borrow money is general and unlimited, and the clause so often before referred to 
authorizes the passing [of] any laws proper and necessary to carry this into execution. Under this 
authority, Congress may mortgage any or all the revenues of the union…By this means, they may 
create a national debt, so large, as to exceed the ability of the country ever to sink...”
-“Brutus”

Notes:

Name: ________________________
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Federalists : Anti-Federalists:

Name: 
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1. Wanted to approve (ratify) the 
Constitution

2. Favored a powerful federal 
government (three branches)

3. Bill of Rights wasn’t needed 
because the power of the federal 
government was already limited

4. Supported adding the elastic 
clause to the Constitution so the 
federal government could create 
laws without going through the 
formal law-making process 

5. Didn’t think the states needed 
much power

1. Wanted to keep the Articles of 
Confederation and didn’t want the 
Constitution

2. Didn’t want the federal government 
to have too much power 

3. Wanted a Bill of Rights to protect 
the rights of the people

4. Didn’t support adding the elastic 
clause to the Constitution because 
they thought it would give the 
federal government too much 
power

5. Wanted states to have power 




