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A teen is asking her high school to change its
dress code

The photo studio that took her senior portraits told Maine South High School student Grace Goble, 17, that this sweater wasn't appropriate.
In response, she launched a petition over the school's dress code. Photo by: John J. Kim/Chicago Tribune/TNS

PARK RIDGE, Illinois — Grace Goble, a 17-year-old Park Ridge student, was told her senior photo

was not appropriate for the yearbook. It prompted her to get involved in the ongoing debate about

school dress codes.

“I was just frustrated that this sort of thing is an issue,” said Goble, who fired off a complaint to

administrators at Maine South High School and started an online appeal to change the rules. She

wore an off-the-shoulder sweater for her photos. Goble said the studio that took the shots of her in

June later decided that the outfit “was not allowed.”

“I have spent a good majority of my life wondering why women’s shoulders offend people," Goble

wrote in the appeal on Change.org. “It is ridiculous that young women aren’t allowed to wear the

clothing that they wish to wear simply because it could possibly distract someone.”

Within hours of posting her appeal, Goble collected more than 2,000 signatures in support of

changing Maine South’s dress code. She argued that its off-the-shoulder policy targeted females
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more than male students. 

Principal Ben Collins called Goble to assure her that he and other administrators did not reject the

photo. He said retaking the photo was unnecessary. Maine Township High School District 207

officials said Tuesday that they are looking into its arrangement with the photo studio and could

not comment on how the misunderstanding occurred.

Hats And Some Jackets Are Not Allowed Either

School administrators say the case is the latest example of the complicated nature of dress codes. 

“There’s always a balance when it comes to dress code in high school. We want students to

understand and be aware that they’re in high school,” said Jennifer Delgado, spokeswoman for

Arlington Heights-based Township High School District 214. “But we understand that they’re

adolescents and this is all a part of growing up.”

At Maine South, the district’s dress code bans items from hats and jackets to symbols on clothing.

The rules say that students are to wear clothing that covers them from shoulder to approximately

mid-thigh.

The Photo Studio Keeps Track Of The School's Guidelines

Rod Halterman is vice president of operations for HR Imaging/Root Studios. The company

handles senior photographs for 150 schools in the Chicago, Illinois area, including Maine South.

He said his company keeps each school’s guidelines on the computer screen when sending

students proofs of their photos.

If a photo does not seem to follow a school’s policy, studio employees contact students, Halterman

said. They let students know that they must retake their photos, he said.

Goble said she was baffled when HR Imaging emailed last week to tell her about the problem.

"It doesn’t make any sense when normal body parts that everyone has are turned into something

that people are offended by," Goble said.

Goble told her parents about her frustration, and they backed her idea of challenging the system.

“I did have this parental gut fear of, ‘Oh my gosh, what am I letting her do?’” said Samantha Goble.

“But then I was like, wait a second, this is exactly what I need to be doing."

Student Appeals Have Worked Before

In Elgin, Illinois-based School District U-46, posters show the dress code. As in many districts,

shorts and skirts must extend beyond one’s fingertips, and shoulders must be covered.

“The main concern is there is no disruption to learning,” spokeswoman Mary Fergus said. “We try

to write gender-neutral policies." 

Lyons Township High School in La Grange, Illinois, changed its policy last year. It cut a reference

to clothes having to cover the shoulders to mid-thigh. 

The shift came around the same time a student posted a Change.org appeal seeking dress code

changes. The student noted the lack of air conditioning in classrooms.
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“No one's safety is being threatened by an exposed bra strap,” read the appeal. It was signed by

785 people. “So instead of shaming girls for their bodies, teach boys that girls are not sexual

objects.”

It Is Hard To Find Clothes That Meet The Requirements

Arlene Levin of Park Ridge has a 17-year-old son who attends Maine South. Levin said she hopes

administrators revisit what she calls “outdated” dress codes. She thinks they call out female

students more than males and aren’t enforced uniformly.

Policies follow an “outdated notion that boys might not be able to focus on their studies" if a girl

wears shorts that don’t go down past their fingertips, Levin added. “That’s the same dress code in

place when I was in school in the late '70s.”

Other parents say requirements such as longer shorts can be impossible to fulfill with today’s

fashion choices.

“It’s very difficult,” said Ginger Pennington. She is a Park Ridge mother who has a hard time

finding shorts for her 12-year-old that aren’t for playing basketball.

A New Committee Will Reexamine The Dress Code

Collins just took over as Maine South principal this summer. He has invited Goble to join him and

other students when school opens on a new committee that will reexamine the school dress code.

Teri Collins is a school board member in District 207. She said she has not gotten dress code

complaints.

“I’ve heard teens complain the other way, that there are some kids not covering up enough,” she

added.


