
Reconstruction Notes 

EQ: How do new ideas change how we live? 

Reconstruction Plans 

Lincoln-  

• Lincoln’s 10% Plan  

•  States can be _____________when 10% of voters _____________, which could 

then abolish slavery in each state 

• Amnesty for all except ___________________ 

Congress 

• _________________ 

• Wanted to _______ the south 

• Southern institutions “must be broken up and relaid, or all our __________ and 

__________ have been spent in vain” 

• 1864 Plan 

• _________ of state’s white male voters must pledge loyalty 

• State constitutions must ____________ 

• Bar former confederates from holding office 

• ___________ by Lincoln 

Johnson 

• ___________ to most who swore loyalty 

• High ranking confederates need presidential pardon 

• 13th Amendment – ___________________ 

• African- Americans would _______________ 

How did the goals of Lincoln and Johnson differ from that of Congress? 

 

Which plan is the best? Why? 

 

 



 

Protecting Rights 

• 1865 – Freedmans Bureau – formed to help freed slaves adjust 

• Early 1866- _____________ 

• Restricted rights of African-Americans ex. ___________________ 

• Civil Rights Act – protected rights, ________ by Johnson, but Congress ______________ 

• 14th Amendment 

• Extended citizenship to _________________ – overturned Dred Scott v Sandford 

• “Equal protection of the laws” 

• ___________ former Confederates from having office 

• Passed due to ____________________ in the South  

What might be some of the effects of these laws? 

 

 

Reconstruction Acts 

• ________________ in the South 

• Guaranteed African-American _________________ 

Why do you think the military was used to enforce Reconstruction? 

 

Impeachment 

• Congress and Johnson fought over control of the __________________ 

• Impeached over firing the ________________________ 

• Did not get 2/3 majority, but Johnson had little power 

15th Amendment 

• _______________ elected president, Radical Republicans also win Congress 

• 15th – government cannot ______________________ to any male citizen  

How might Reconstruction go now that the Radical Republicans have control? 



The South During Reconstruction 

• Many Northerners came South – “________________” and “________________”  

• Public Schools 

• Resistance  

• Ex. Refusing credit at stores 

• Ku Klux Klan – attacked blacks and _____________________________________  

• States elected some __________________ 

Reconstruction Ends 

• North __________ Reconstruction 

• Democrats (North and South) win Congress 

• Election of 1876 – ________ 

• Deal – Hayes ( R ) is president, _________________________ 

What might the effects be of pulling out the troops? 

 

 

“New South” 

• ___________________ – freed slaves work land and give % to landowner 

• __________________ built in the South 

• Segregation – “____________________________” 

• Voting – Poll taxes and literacy tests needed to vote in Southern states 

• “Grandfather Clauses” – could vote if your grandfather 

________________________________________________________ 

Why would the focus be on voting rights? 

 

 

 

 



Overview 

 

What were the goals of Reconstruction? 

 

 

 

How successful was it at achieving those goals? 

 

 

 

 

““The slave went free; stood a brief moment in the sun; then moved back again toward 

slavery.” – W.E.B. Dubois What do you think Dubois meant by this quote? Do you think he was 

correct? 

 

 

 

In addition to damage to the economy, buildings, etc, more than 650,000 soldiers died as well 

as many civilians. Given what happened after the war, was the war worth it? 


