
 

 
Common Elaborative Techniques 
 
 

Elaborative Technique Examples 

	
	

Definition	
	
What	does	that	mean?	
Define	a	word	or	phrase	

	
This	explains	why	the	local	farmer's	market	is	packed	on	Saturdays.	Parents	are	
buying	lots	of	fruit	and	vegetables	for	their	family's	weekly	meals!		
	
Boredom	is	a	feeling,	common	to	most	teens,	that	they	would	rather	be	doing	
something,	anything,	other	than	what	they	are	currently	doing.	
	
This	shows	how	
	
This	is	important	because	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
Examples	

	
	

Try	the	word	bank	strategy	to	brainstorm	examples.	Jot a quick word bank 
with one synonym, one antonym, and 2-3 specific examples. 
	
Not	many	people	would	be	excited	to	sit	down	and	solve	for	the	volume	of	
eighteen	different	rectangular	prisms	or	write	an	essay	about	the	history	of	
Rome.	
	
Such	as	
	
For	example	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Compare	/	Contrast	
	
Similarity;	What’s	the	
same?	Difference;	What’s	
the	opposite?	Compare	it.	

Instead	of	cowering	in	fear	of	being	mocked,	excluded,	or	even	assaulted,	Parks	
showed	a	willingness	to	fight	for	equality	on	buses,	in	restaurants,	and	in	shops.			
	
Just	as	plants	need	rich	soil	and	fertilizer	to	grow	strong,	kids	need	the	calcium	
that	comes	from	broccoli	and	kale	to	build	strong	bones.	
	
Unlike	junk	food,	which	is	filled	with	chemicals	and	sugar,	food	stacked	with	
plenty	of	vitamins	and	minerals,	like	fruits	and	vegetables,	helps	kids	grow	up	to	
be	strong	and	healthy.		
	
Sometimes	homework	can	drag	on	like	using	tweezers	to	pick	hair	out	of	carpet.	
	
The	same	thing	happens	when	
	
Rather	than	

	
	
	
	
	
	



 

Elaborative Technique Examples 

	
Description	

	
Paint	a	Picture;	What	does	
it	look	like?	

Imagine	passengers	yelling	in	your	ear	as	police	walk	toward	you.		Instead	of	
going	home,	it	will	be	handcuffs,	interrogation,	and	jail.		The	conviction	and	
strength	it	took	Rosa	Parks	to	stay	seated…	
	
A	poor	eighth-grader	sits,	slumped	in	her	chair,	eyes	glazed	over,	with	her	mouth	
hanging	open	and	drool	beginning	to	form.		The	problem?	No,	it	is	not	TV,	her	
phone,	or	even	her	parents.	
	
Cashiers	must	stand	idly	at	their	registers	while	customers	shuffle	through	their	
pockets	looking	for	coins	and	then	juggle	through	a	handful	of	change	trying	to	
sort	out	the	right	amount.	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Cause/Effect	
	
So	What?	What	will	
happen	after	
months/years?	What	if	it	
didn’t	happen?	

If	young	people	challenge	themselves	to	get	the	most	out	of	school,	then	they	will	
be	prepared	to	stand	up	against	injustice	and	influence	those	around	them.			
	
Not	only	do	exergames	get	kids	off	the	couch	on	a	rainy	afternoon,	but	over	time	
they	lead	to	significant	benefits	in	strength	and	endurance.	
	
Without	the	opportunity	to	have	a	job	in	high	school	and	learn	to	prioritize	tasks	
on	her	own,	Kisa	may	have	headed	to	college	after	graduation	struggling	to	
balance	classes,	work,	and	friendships.	
	
Unfortunately,	when	students	repeatedly	find	their	homework	uninspiring,	they	
may	lose	interest	in	the	subject	even	before	they	return	to	the	classroom.	
	
After	years	of	hard	work	in	school,	young	people	will	be	prepared	to	express	
themselves	clearly	and	influence	others	in	their	communities.	
	
Chances	are	high	that	

	

	
Logic/Reasoning	

	
Flip	and	argue,	
What	reasoning	makes	
this	valid?	Logically,	why	
is	this	true?	

This	makes	sense	because		
	
Teachers	want	students	to	be	interested	in	their	subject.	For	teens,	interest	is	
often	best	generated	when	interacting	with	peers.	Clearly,	practicing	something	
at	home	in	isolation	is	not	the	best	way	to	keep	students	curious	and	engaged.	
	
Although…,	the	reality/fact	is	….	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

 
 



Common Elaborative Techniques 
(Many of these techniques may be combined in effective ways.  The list is also not exhaustive; continue 
to try other techniques of your own or that you have found in mentor texts.) 
 
Examples of the following techniques elaborate on the main idea, “Homework is boring.” 
 

Technique Example 

Give examples 
 

Not many people would be excited to sit down and solve for the 
volume of eighteen different rectangular prisms. 

Compare Sometimes homework can drag by like using tweezers to pick dog 
hair out of carpet.  

Contrast Rather than shooting baskets at the park or riding bikes around 
the neighborhood, kids can be stuck inside staring at 1500 words 
on the Roman Empire. 

Cause If students sit at home, reading about ancient civilizations 
without seeing connections to their own lives, it isn’t surprising 
that they will be bored stiff. 

Effect Unfortunately, when students repeatedly find their homework 
uninspiring, they may lose interest in the subject even before they 
return to the classroom. 

Definition or Connotation Boredom is a feeling, common to most teens, that they would 
rather be doing something, anything, other than what they are 
currently doing. (Definition) 

Illustration/Description A poor eighth-grader sits, slumped in her chair, eyes glazed over, 
with her mouth hanging open and drool beginning to form.  The 
problem? No, it is not TV, her phone, or even her parents. 

Reasoning/Logic Teachers want students to be interested in their subject. For 
teens, interest is often best generated when interacting with 
peers. Clearly, practicing something at home in isolation is not the 
best way to keep students curious and engaged. 

Evaluation Not everything in life must be entertaining.  Homework provides 
essential and valuable practice of skills that all students need to 
learn. 
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